
Definitions 2020 

Nature -  Nature photography is restricted to the use of the photographic process to depict all 
branches of natural history, except anthropology and archaeology, in such a fashion that a well-
informed person will be able to identify the subject material and certify its honest presentation. 
The story telling value of a photograph must be weighed more than the pictorial quality while 
maintaining high technical quality.  
 
Human elements shall not be present, except where those human elements are integral parts of 
the nature story such as nature subjects, like barn owls or storks, adapted to an environment 
modified by humans, or where those human elements are in situations depicting natural forces, 
like hurricanes or tidal waves. Scientific bands, scientific tags or radio collars on wild animals are 
permissible. Photographs of human created hybrid plants, cultivated plants, feral animals, 
domestic animals, or mounted specimens are ineligible, as is any form of manipulation that alters 
the truth of the photographic statement.  
 
No techniques that add, relocate, replace, or remove pictorial elements except by cropping are 
permitted. Techniques that enhance the presentation of the photograph without changing the 
nature story or the pictorial content, or without altering the content of the original scene, are 
permitted including HDR, focus stacking and dodging/burning.  
 
Techniques that remove elements added by the camera, such as dust spots, digital noise, and film 
scratches, are allowed. Stitched images are not permitted. All allowed adjustments must appear 
natural.  
 
Colour images can be converted to grey-scale monochrome. Infrared images, either direct-
captures or derivations, are not allowed. A study of insects, wild life or plants in their natural 
state, or depicting a part of their life cycle.  
 
Open - Any subject treated pictorially. A pictorial treatment is one embodying the elements of 
good design, arrangement or composition and which reflect the interpretation of the 
photographer.  
 
Anything Musical – Any image in which the major theme of the composition is musically related.  
 
Still life\table top - A man-made arrangement of objects - google the Dutch masters. The main idea 
is to create a good composition and the objects used should be compatible with one another. You 
must create the set-up yourself – no store displays or the like. 
 
Movement by camera or subject - An image depicting movement, either by the subject moving 
against a static camera, or the camera moving against a static subject – or a combination of both 
camera and subject movement 
 
Creative -– Creative or experimental images displaying a novel effect because of an unusual 
combination of objects and/or unusual viewpoint. Images that have been modified during or after 
exposure by using an experimental technique or digital manipulation processes are also eligible. The 
image must always have a basic photographic component and have been exposed by the entrant. 
 
Australian Landscape - A picture of natural scenery which may include trees, people, houses or 
other objects, provided that these elements do not dominate the picture. In visual art these 
restrictions are not relevant and will include studies of urban scenes or scenes of the built 
environment. Seascapes with no land do not fit the section.  



 
Against the light - Back-lit – an image in which the source of illumination lies behind the subject 
rather than from the front or sides. A picture in which the light source is substantially more than 
ninety degrees from the camera and which captures the quality of back-lighting.  
 
Low and High Key Subjects – High Key - A subject which is predominantly light in tone. Such pictures 
should have delicate tones and detail. Small areas only of dark tones may be included as an accent. 
Low Key - A picture in which the darker tones predominate.  
 
Photo Journalism - Photojournalism is a particular form of journalism (the collecting, editing, and 
presenting of news material for publication or broadcast) that employs images in order to tell a news 
story. A moment in time / candid images / street photography / nothing staged or posed. 
 
 

 


